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Coaches need to be aware of the risk to reduce the possibility that abuse may occur and be able to deal with allegations of abuse appropriately.
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Key learning points
Four categories

Abuse may not always just involve children

Children and young people on child protection registers at 31st March 2004 in England only.

‘Mixed’ are children suffering from more than one form of abuse and do not appear in other categories
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Activity
Ask coaches to give examples they have seen or heard of.

Key learning points

Coaches might unwittingly commit acts of neglect or of emotional abuse/bullying, through a lack of awareness of their own coaching practice.

Physical and sexual abuse would be have to be carried out intentionally.

Tutor note; 

What signs might be evident that neglect was occurring? e.g. wearing insufficient warm clothing in the cold. Keeping individuals inactive so much that they start shivering etc.
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* PAGE 7 AND 8 CHILD WELFARE LEAFTLET
Indicators or warning signs might lead coaches to think that abuse might have occurred

GET COACHES TO 

Provide some examples of general indicators of abuse and some specific indicators of physical and sexual abuse.

Physical abuse may be indicated by physical injuries such as bruising, cuts, burns and scalds. Your concern as a coach should be heightened if individuals provide an inconsistent explanation for physical injuries.

Sexual abuse might be indicated by an inappropriate sexual awareness or use of language and inappropriate behaviour 
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Ask WHERE DOES MOST ABUSE TAKE PLACE? (family home)
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Q. What action?
Key learning points

Receiving, recording and reporting allegations of different types of abuse provides an easy to remember three step process about stopping abuse by taking action

Allegations may be of previous as well as current - same procedures

To assist coaches to know what to do in the case of allegations of abuse, there are some participant welfare and child protection case studies. ***link.  These detail some case studies of what you should do as a coach in the case of different levels of abuse. Coaches should read these to learn about the process of receiving recording and reporting allegations of abuse in more detail. As a tutor you should read these to give you some examples of how coaches might deal with different levels of abuse, as this will help you to answer some of the questions that coaches might ask.
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Activity
Show an example of the ARA participant welfare incident report form, in the good practice, participant welfare and child protection booklet.

http://www.oara-rowing.org/Asp/uploadedFiles/File/Welfare/SPCG5-FormRecordingConcerns.doc
Key learning points

•The ARA welfare incident report form is available to record and report allegations of abuse from individuals and coaches must keep a copy.
•Information is highly sensitive and confidential and must be held under secure conditions and only made available to those individuals who have a need for it.

•Coaches should make a note of the details of any allegations to keep a record themselves and for passing on to other people as appropriate
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Key learning points
The Club Welfare Officer is an individual who is identifiable to juniors but has some degree of independence e.g. not coordinating or coaching them. The Club Welfare Officers undergo a vetting procedure; CRB (criminal records bureau) check.

*The ARA Child Protection Officer is currently ANNA-MARIE PHELPS, one of the deputy chairmen of the ARA

Coaches should be aware that there are individuals who they should contact to report allegations of abuse and to whom they can turn for further advice.

** See links
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The ARA website is the source for current information on participant welfare; it also contains advice for club welfare officers
http://www.oara-rowing.org/render.aspx?siteID=1&navIDs=1,45,265,1170  for all SPCG links (Safeguarding and Protecting Children Guidance)

CRB link

http://www.oara-rowing.org/Asp/uploadedFiles/File/Welfare/SPCG15-ObtainingCRBClearance.pdf 

Vol Ref Form

http://www.oara-rowing.org/Asp/uploadedFiles/File/Welfare/SPCG17-VolunteerRef.doc 
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