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The Club Water Safety Adviser

The “Safety Adviser’s” primary responsibility is to advise the Club on the requirements of the Code and Guidance Notes and their observation and implementation.  The Club’s primary responsibility is to enforce the Code and the Safety Adviser’s recommendations rigorously and to consider disciplinary action in respect of any breach.

Every Club, as defined in para 1.1 of the Water Safety Code, is required to appoint a Safety Adviser who shall have direct access to, or hold a voting position on the full committee of the relevant organisation at which Water Safety shall be reviewed as a regular agenda item.

The Club Water Safety Adviser’s Role

· Be fully conversant with the Water Safety Code and Guidance Notes

· Assess the risks to the Club both on and off the water – referring to the ARA’s Risk Assessment document guidance notes – para 2.7.3

· Conduct an annual Club safety audit – using the ARA’s guidance form – Appendix 2 (revised 11/04)

· Implement recommendations of the Risk Assessment.  
· Maintain an Incident/Accident log and complete Incident Forms as required by the Code.
· At Regattas and Processional Races arrange for details of safety arrangements and Medical cover to be included in event details to be circulated to participants.

· Maintain a display of safety information prominently at the Club.

· Report to the Club on day-to-day safety issues together with the results of Risk Assessment and Safety Audit.
· Develop contacts with local river users group, or similar body, to assist in understanding and resolving areas of conflict between users.

· Establish and maintain contact with the Regional Safety Adviser.( National  bodies will refer to the Regional Rowing Council in whose Region they are functioning.)

· Take due regard of any advice or direction provided by local navigation or other relevant water authority relating to local water or weather conditions and amend risk assessments and safety plans accordingly.

· Exercise authority to suspend boating activities should the conditions be unsafe. 
· Undertake a safety audit in respect of the trailing of boats (see 4.5 Trailer Drivers – Safety Audit in the Water Safety Code)
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